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CASE STUDY 6:  
CSL

CSL has recently announced it will 
build a new global headquarters 
in Melbourne by 2024. The strong 
presence and linkages CSL has 
formed in the Parkville Biomedical 
Precinct, as well as the strengths of 
the Precinct, supported by Victorian 
Government investment, was a key 
driver in CSL’s decision. 

CSL is a leading global biotechnology 
company with a dynamic portfolio of life-
saving medicines, including those that treat 
haemophilia and immune deficiencies, as 
well as vaccines to prevent influenza. CSL, 
including its two businesses, CSL Behring and 
Seqirus, provides life-saving products to more 
than 70 countries and employs more than 
27,000 people. 
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CSL...

In 2019, CSL announced that it will be building 
a new global headquarters, which will 
accommodate more than 800 CSL employees, 
in the Parkville Biomedical Precinct. The 
Precinct’s global reputation, as well as the 
strong research ties and collaborations 
established by CSL in the Precinct, were key 
drivers in the company’s decision. 

In the early 2000s, strategic investments by 
the Victorian Government had helped to 
assemble the key components necessary to 
grow the Precinct’s density and quality of 
medical research activity. 

One of these investments was $35 million 
to support the establishment of the Bio21 
Precinct, including the construction of the 
Bio21 Institute. The Institute now houses more 
than 800 research scientists, students and 
industry participants and a range of platform 
technologies.

In 2007, CSL moved its global research and 
development activity to the Bio21 Institute, and 
now has a strong presence in the Precinct, 
with over 170 scientists working in the Institute. 
CSL is part of a strong network of industry 
and research institutes operating in close 
proximity, enabled and facilitated by Victorian 
Government efforts to strengthen the 
collaborative ties in the Precinct. For example, 
CSL works closely with the WEHI to accelerate 
the development of new therapeutics and 
translate WEHI’s research. 

Other key institutes that make the Melbourne 
precinct a vibrant research hub include the 
Doherty Institute for Infectious Disease, The 
Murdoch Children’s Research Institute, the 
Victorian Comprehensive Cancer Centre, the 
Royal Melbourne Hospital, the Royal Women’s 
Hospital, The Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre 
and the Royal Children’s Hospital. Victorian 
Government investment has supported all of 
these institutions. 

In 2014, with support from the Victorian 
Government, CSL opened the Biotechnology 
Manufacturing Facility in Broadmeadows, 
for the large-scale manufacture of novel 
recombinant therapies for international 
clinical trials, and in December 2015 opened 
the Turner Facility for the manufacture of an 
immunoglobulin therapy. In 2017, CSL also 
expanded its facilities with a $230 million 
advancement manufacturing facility at its 
CSL Behring site in Broadmeadows. The 
facility is expected to produce therapies with 
an estimated annual market value of $850 
million as well as generate up to 200 new jobs 
by 2026.

In November 2020, CSL announced it will 
invest $800 million in a cell-based influenza 
vaccine manufacturing plant at the Melbourne 
Airport Business Park, with operations 
expected to start in 2026. The investment is 
the largest made in the local pharmaceutical 
sector since the construction of CSL Behring’s 
Broadmeadows plant.
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