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CASE STUDY 5:  
MURDOCH CHILDREN’S 
RESEARCH INSTITUTE

Victorian Government investment 
during the early formative 
development of the Murdoch 
Children’s Research Institute (MCRI) 
played a key role in establishing 
the Institute as one of the top 3 
children’s health and medical centres 
globally. The investment in a building 
to house MCRI as a dedicated 
research institute within The Royal 
Children’s Hospital (RCH) was key to 
accelerating solutions to health issues 
facing children and young people 
within Victoria and around the world.

MCRI IS RANKED WITHIN THE 

top 10 
institutions 
receiving federal grant funding  
for the last five years

OVER 2,000
staff and students

INCOME INCREASED to around

$200 million 
in 2019

MCRI IS RANKED WITHIN THE 

top three 
children’s health and medical 
research centres globally

INVESTMENT RATIONALE

Following the merger of the Murdoch Institute 
and the Royal Children’s Hospital Research 
Institute in 2000, to form MCRI, a dedicated 
space for research was needed to leverage 
the unique opportunity of a campus where 
MCRI and RCH staff worked closely and 
seamlessly across research and clinical care. 
The campus offered the potential to create 
a globally unique approach to solving health 
challenges; one where research could be 
brought to the frontiers of healthcare and 
scaled out to communities across Victoria 
and Australia, and health systems around 
the world.

OVERVIEW OF THE INVESTMENT

The Victorian Government provided 
$14.9 million in 2002 through the STI Initiative 
to support the development of the Research 
Precinct Building. The construction and 
design of the 10-storey building dedicated to 
research discovery and translation housed 
basic, clinical and population health research, 
Genetic Health Services Victoria (now known 
as the Victorian Clinical Genetics Service) 
as well as scientific enablers including the 
Clinical Epidemiological and Biostatistics Unit, 
biobanking facility and small and large animal 
modelling facilities.
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IMPACT

Investment by the Victorian government 
has helped position MCRI as an impact 
organisation powered by research. The 
dedicated research building facilitated 
the consolidation of research activities 
which drove collaboration and generation 
of new ideas between scientists and 
clinician researchers, and across disciplines 
(laboratory-based, clinical and population 
health research), to address important health 
challenges facing children and young people. 

The investment played a key role in establishing 
MCRI’s nationally and internationally leading 
strategic initiatives in genomics, stem cell 
medicine, population health and large 
population cohorts (GenV) and global health 
– with a particular focus on applying research 
expertise and innovative technologies to solving 
real world problems affecting children and 
adolescents. For example: 

• MCRI is leading the case to incorporate 
genomic medicine into healthcare 
to accelerate genetic diagnosis and 
guide tailored treatment as leaders of 
Australian Genomics.

• MCRI were the first in the world to 
grow mini-kidneys from stem cells as 
a new possible treatments for chronic 
kidney disease. 

• MCRI established one of the world’s 
largest longitudinal studies of children to 
advance health and well-being of Victorian 
children, GenV. 

• MCRI’s global health program is working with 
over 30 low-income countries to address 
major health threats affecting children.

The profile of MCRI as a leading medical 
research institute nationally and 
internationally was established as a result 
of Victorian Government investment, 
making MCRI attractive to key talent who 
have established and lead innovative 
and translational research programs. 
MCRI grew from around 40 researchers 
to over 2,000 staff and students by 2019, 
research output (number and quality of 
publications) increased each year, and 
income increased from around $11 million in 
2000 to around $200 million in 2019, including 
from competitive grants which continues to 
increase each year. MCRI is now ranked within 
the top 10 institutions receiving federal grant 
funding for the last five years and is ranked 
within the top three children’s health and 
medical research centres globally. 

The investment also played a key role in 
driving innovation and research translation 
and attracting industry partners. Key 
examples include the development of a 
Rotavirus vaccine, based on MCRI’s world 
first discovery of Rotavirus, development of a 
treatment for food allergy, and new diagnostic 
tests offered to families through the Victorian 
Clinical Genetics Service. 
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